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Course Syllabus

Course Description:	This class will focus on the three Punic Wars fought between Ancient Rome and Carthage. Rome’s victory in these wars established Rome as the preeminent Mediterranean Power. The class will focus particularly on the Second Punic War, the most famous of the three, in which Hannibal Barca brought his Carthaginian Army to the very gates of Rome.

Course Objectives:
· Discuss the different political and military structures of Ancient Rome and Carthage.
· Analyze the reasons for Roman victory in all three wars.
· Evaluate the performance of Hannibal Barca and Scipio Africanus as military commanders.
· Review the legacy of the Punic Wars on ancient history.

Course Outline:
I. The political and military systems of Carthage.
II. The political and military systems of Rome
III. The First Punic War and the reasons for Roman victory.
IV. The Second Punic War and the reasons for Roman victory.
V. The Third Punic War and why Rome chose to destroy Punic Carthage.
VI. The legacy of the wars on the ancient Mediterranean.
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